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CHAMPIONSHIP ONE BRAGGING RIGHTS AT STAKE IN THE BIG

Bangor boss Wilson keen on
second derby win of season

| By Keith Bailie .

ARDS and Bangor will elash in
one of the biggest derby games in
Irish football this weekend.
* Saturday’s showdown will be
the 142nd North Down derby, 84

<tyears after the first league match

at Castlereagh Park, a 1-1 in 1927.

The match will take place at
Dixon Park in Ballyclare, Ards’
rented accommodation. Bangor
won the winter festive holiday
derby 2-0 and boss Frankie Wilson
is keen that his side record a 36th
league victory.

*1 ean’twait for it. There is no
love lost between the two sets of
fans,” says Wilson (pictured).

“It’s a big day [or the supporters
and I tell the players who didn’t
grow up in the area that they have
to buy into it. The supporters are
the people that pay our wages
and it’s important to give them the
bragging rights.”

Since replacing Colin McCurdy
as Bangor boss, Wilson has en-

woyed reasonable success as man-

ager. The low point of his tenure
was a humiliating 7-0 defeat at the
hands of Larne. Wilson believes he
has turned that result into a pos-
itive.

“T'm pleased with how things
have gone sinc¢ 1 took the job.
We had a wobble in February —
that loss to Larne. It was a difficult
time for all of us, although I'm sure
I lost more sleep than the players

did. Gerard Crossley (Wilson's as-
sistant) and I talked about what
we had to do differently, We
looked at Carrick and what they
were doing, and what other teams
had done in this league in the
past. We changed a few things
and it's had a positive effect.”.

Bangor and Wilson have been
breaking new ground this season,
with their innovative use of Perfor-
mance Analysis thanks to LEAR
Training. LEAR provides Wilson
with statistics about Bangor play-
ers, such as pass completion rate
and possession percentages.

Wilson hopes his extra informa-
tion will give the Seasiders the
edge on Saturday.

Ards will be without captain
Darren Nixon (suspended) and
top league goalscorer Stephen
Doyle (holiday),
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Regions squad in
opening game loss

NORTHERN Ireland’s Junior
International side got offto a
poor start in Bulgaria in the Re-

gions Cup Intermediate Round,
Tacimo O 0 40 o Boaloerads a9 m

‘Point to be made
in tense title race

ALL eyes are on the promo-
tion battle in Championship
Two this week.

Warrenpoint will continue

| #+hairmareh for nromaoton

it's double trouble

at Newforge lane

NEWFORGE is the place to be
next Saturday if vou're a football
obsessive.

The tidy ground, based within
thaiminreseive facilities of the

Tony's award as
Carrick march on

CARRICK Rangers’ midfielder
Tony Anderson won the Car-
ling NIFWA Championship
Player of the Month Award for
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